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THS DEARBORY INOEPENDENT

Show Boats on America’s Inland Stream;

ORE show boats will range the Ohio River and

s tnibutares this spring and summer than ever

bcmrc were afioat upon that stream. The ma-
jority of this craft will be motion picture theaters

For today there s no more profitable show route in
the United States than the 1.000- mile leagth of the
Ohio River, and the hundreds of miles of navigable wa-
ters of the seventy-seven streams that empty into it.
Compared with ratlroad rates that make overland trans-
portation of shows almost an impossibility, the cost of
carrying a show from river town to river landing is
next o o {‘X?Cu.c at .‘L.

All these show boats will do a tremendous business.
The people who live along r"c:— \--:c hnc plenty of
money to spend. But that is only a minor reason for
the scramble to get on the waterway :3‘.*.5 season. The
s¢ shows are hoping to build reputations
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four houses with well-settled country back of them on
these water routes.

These small places have been Hop
in the past as good “show towns.” There 1s practically
no expense attached to showing at their '.andﬂ‘-ss
Year after year, show boats have floated in and out of
these more or less remote spots, almost to the exclusion
of the larger places. Few disasters ‘have occurred to
attract mewspaper attention to the craft; and all the
other happenings to them take place where news sel-
dom travels fifty miles from where it ornigmates.

Consequently, few ders, even if they have heard
of show boats, can visualize "‘c craft, beyond the fact
that they must be something that floats, and that what-
ever shape they have, they carry a show river
town to niver landing. Well, that is what they do, plus
something more. The performances always are held
on board. There is no ec*rd of a water amusement
rise that had a successful season where the per-
ces were given in

mtensively developed

n :ll

irom
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; a tent or other structure on
°-~¢ shore.

To people who live along these streams
there 15 a glamour about the niver, and the "*:nbs that
float upon 1t, that never is dimmed. Most of their jo)
n colng to see a show 1s the opportunity to be aboard
omethmg that so essentially i1s a part of the waterway,
they will not patronize land shows to the extent
hat they will :f".-osc whose performances are given on
'.':‘.c water.
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